
OFFICER DECISION RECORD

Receipt and spend of grant for business support and business rates relief

Officer:  

Pat Graham, Chief Executive

Service:  

Revenues and Benefits

Delegated Power Being Exercised/Subject of Decision:  

(a)    The receiving and distributing of a section 31 grant for £18,032,000. The budget has 
been increased by that sum; and

(b)   The decision to distribute the above grant to small businesses and retail, leisure and 
hospitality businesses; and 

(c)    The decision to award business rates relief to businesses within the Expanded Retail 
Relief sectors, which has been enhanced to include leisure and hospitality businesses. The 
amount of relief awarded is currently £5,366,128. Relief is being awarded using our 
discretionary powers under section 47 of the Local Government Finance Act 1988. 

Decision (a) is permitted by paragraph 4 of the Budget and Policy Framework Rules 
contained within chapter 7 of the Constitution which allows the Chief Executive or the 
Executive to make a decision not in accordance with approved budget where it is not 
practical to convene a quorate meeting of Council and the Chair of the Overview and 
Scrutiny Committee agrees that the matter is urgent. 

Background information:  

1.    In response to COVID – 19, the Government announced there would be support for 
small businesses, and businesses in the retail, hospitality and leisure sectors.

2. This support has been made available in two parts:-

a) two grant funding schemes in Financial Year 2020-2021. The Small Business Grant 
Fund and the Retail, Hospitality and Leisure Grant Fund;

b) 100% relief from business rates for all businesses within the retail, leisure and 
hospitality sectors, irrespective of rateable value. 

3. Copeland Borough Council received £18,032,000 on 1st April 2020, which covers part a) 
above.  



4. Copeland Borough Council has awarded £5,366,128 in Expanded Retail Relief to 464 
eligible businesses within the retail, leisure and hospitality sectors, which covers part b) 
above.

5. Councils are responsible for making grant payments to businesses as soon as 
practicable after 1st April 2020. Councils are also responsible for re-billing businesses with 
100% Expanded Retail Relief as soon as practicable, using their discretionary powers 
under section 47 LGFA 1988. 

6. Copeland Borough Council commenced making grant payments on 1st April 2020. And 
re-billed eligible businesses entitled to Expanded Retail Relief on 6th April 2020. 

7. Under the Small Business Grant Fund (SBGF) all businesses in England in receipt of 
either Small Business Rates Relief (SBRR) or Rural Rates Relief (RRR) in the business rates 
system will be eligible for a payment of £10,000.

6. Under the Retail, Hospitality and Leisure Grant (RHLG), businesses in England that 
would have been in receipt of the Expanded Retail Discount (which covers retail, 
hospitality and leisure) on 11 March 2020 with a rateable value of less than £51,000 will 
be eligible for the following cash grants per property:-

a) Eligible businesses in these sectors with a property that has a rateable value of up 
to and including £15,000 will receive a grant of £10,000;

b) Eligible businesses in these sectors with a property that has a rateable value of 
over £15,000 and less than £51,000 will receive a grant of £25,000.

7. The person who according to the billing authority’s records was the ratepayer in 
respect of the hereditament on the 11th March 2020 is eligible to receive the grant 
payment. 

8.  Copeland Borough Council will maintain a record of grant expenditure under this 
scheme.

9. State aid applies. SBGF can be paid as De Minimis aid €200,000 limit over 3 years (or 
under the Temporary Framework where De Minimis threshold exceeded).

RHLGF can be paid under the UK Covid 19 Temporary Framework for UK Authorities 
subject to:

a) €800,000 limit; and 

b) recipient confirming they were not an undertaking in difficulty (within the definition of 
Article 2(18) of the General Block Exemption Regulation) on 31 December 2019.



Decision on urgency:

A provisional earliest date for the first substantive virtual meeting of Council has been set 
for the 12th May. This date is dependent on the technology for a virtual meeting being in 
place. 

This matter cannot wait until the 12th May. Most people are affected by Covid-19 one way 
or another and many are suffering financial strain as a result of it. Any support to be 
offered needs to be provided quickly.  The Guidance issued to local authorities is available 
via this link -  
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachme
nt_data/file/877758/Expanded_Retail_Discount_Guidance_02.04.20.pdf

The decision is of two parts – to amend the budget to record receipt of the grant and to 
distribute the grant in accordance with Government guidance.

In view of the above I agree that the decision is urgent.

Authorised by email below dated [ 23rd April 2020 ] from Councillor John Kane, Chair, 
Overview and Scrutiny Committee.

From: Cllr John Kane <John.Kane@copeland.gov.uk> 
Sent: 23 April 2020 11:46
To: Clinton Boyce <Clinton.Boyce@copeland.gov.uk>
Cc: Mike Starkie <Mike.Starkie@copeland.gov.uk>; Steven Brown 
<Steven.Brown@copeland.gov.uk>; Janet Sinnott <Janet.Sinnott@copeland.gov.uk>
Subject: Re: Officer decision record - Business Rates Grant and Reliefs.docx

Clinton,

Please proceed, it is vital to Copeland that many businesses facing a financial crisis get much 
needed help as soon as possible.

John 

Sent from my iPad

Others consulted:

Section 151 Officer: Agrees with proposal.
Monitoring Officer: Agrees with proposal.
Solicitor:  Agrees with proposal.

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/877758/Expanded_Retail_Discount_Guidance_02.04.20.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/877758/Expanded_Retail_Discount_Guidance_02.04.20.pdf


Mayor’s approval:

I agree with the amendment to the Council’s budget to receive the grant of £18,032,000 
and to the distribution of that grant as advised by Government.

Authorised by email below dated [ 23rd April 2020 ] from Mike Starkie, Elected Mayor.

From: Mike Starkie <Mike.Starkie@copeland.gov.uk> 
Sent: 23 April 2020 14:33
To: Clinton Boyce <Clinton.Boyce@copeland.gov.uk>
Cc: Cllr John Kane <John.Kane@copeland.gov.uk>; Steven Brown 
<Steven.Brown@copeland.gov.uk>; Janet Sinnott <Janet.Sinnott@copeland.gov.uk>
Subject: Re: Officer decision record - Business Rates Grant and Reliefs.docx

Yes happy

Sent from my iPhone

Decision to be taken:

To receive a section 31 grant for £18,032,000 (with the consequential increase to the 
Council’s budget) and to distribute it as advised by Government.

Reasons for the decision (specify all reasons for taking the decisions including where 
necessary reference to Council policy):

It is necessary to deliver the Government’s response to Covid-19 in relation to business 
support.

Alternative options considered (if appropriate)

None.

Whether any conflict of interest arose whether of the decision maker or any consultee 
in the decision and if any was declared whether the head of paid service granted a 
dispensation:

None.



Background/Reports/Information considered and attached (legal, personnel, financial 
implications, etc.)

COVID-19 Business Support Grant Funding Schemes– Local Authority Guidance.

Approval

I agree, and make the decision as set out above, to receive a section 31 grant for 
£18,032,000 (with the consequential increase to the Council’s budget) and to distribute as 
advised by Government. 

Authorised by email below dated [ 23rd April 2020 ] from Pat Graham, Chief Executive.

From: Pat Graham <Pat.Graham@copeland.gov.uk> 
Sent: 23 April 2020 16:59
To: Clinton Boyce <Clinton.Boyce@copeland.gov.uk>; Mike Starkie 
<Mike.Starkie@copeland.gov.uk>
Cc: Cllr John Kane <John.Kane@copeland.gov.uk>; Steven Brown 
<Steven.Brown@copeland.gov.uk>; Janet Sinnott <Janet.Sinnott@copeland.gov.uk>
Subject: RE: Officer decision record - Business Rates Grant and Reliefs.docx

Agreed

Pat Graham
Chief Executive

Sharon Walker
PA to Pat Graham
01946 598325


